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The New York Portuguese American Leadership Council is pleased to announce the initiation of a 
collegiate scholarship program to support and encourage undergraduate students in their college 
endeavors. These awards will be made for the 2025/2026 academic year, allowing all seniors, currently 
enrolled in high school that will be attending an accredited college in the fall semester of 2026, eligible to 
apply.  

Aims - The principal goal of this scholarship program is to offer financial support to current senior high 
school students of Portuguese descent to continue their studies in order to fulfill their future career 
endeavors.  

Amount - The total distribution for the 2025/2026 academic year will be $5,000. This will be distributed 
among two (2) recipients in the amount of $2,500 each, upon evaluation of their applications. *Number of 
recipients subject to change, based on donations received. 

Use of Scholarships – Scholarship awards may be applied toward tuition or other costs directly related to 
undergraduate study. This includes college fees, supply costs, dining plans, room & board fees, etc.  

Fields of Interest - Senior high school students attending an accredited college for their undergraduate 
studies, can attend any college or university within the United States. However, only those who have 
graduated from an accredited high school within the State of New York are eligible to apply for the 
scholarship.  

Basis of Award – The Scholarship Committee, composed of NYPALC Board members and members of 
the advisory committee, will make the final selection of students to receive the scholarship based on their 
review of the application. All applications will be numbered, and delivered to each board member as a 
case number rather than by name. This will ensure the applicants remain anonymous until the recipients 
of the scholarship are chosen, without bias.  

Application Requirements – The Scholarship Committee requires applications from each scholarship 
applicant. The application consists of three components: an essay question, a copy of the applicant's full 
High School Academic Transcript, and a complete resume.  

Youth Council – Upon being selected as a scholarship recipient, you will be required to serve a one-year 
term, minimum, as a member of the NYPALC Youth Council as an ambassador. During this period, you will 
actively participate in various NYPALC events, including parades, picnics, galas, and other community 
engagements. This commitment is integral to our mission of fostering your leadership and involvement 
within our organization and community. 
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1. Essay: How has being of Portuguese descent impacted your life?  
The following requirements for the essay should be applied:  

a. Typed  
b. 12 point font  
c. Double spaced  
d. No more than two (2) pages 

2. Academic Transcript: The academic transcript must be an unaltered copy from the applicant's High 
School, reflecting the grades received throughout all four (4) years (Freshman through Senior year). The 
transcript must include the applicants final GPA.  

3. Resume: A resume must be submitted which may include any work experience the applicant has had, 
all extracurricular activities, including but not limited to high school activities and/or activities within the 
Portuguese community, and two (2) references.  

Reference requirements are listed below:  
a. All references should be listed with a phone number and email address.  
b. One (1) reference must be from a teacher, advisor, or someone who has witnessed your 
performance on an academic basis.  
c. One (1) reference must be from a member within the Portuguese Community that can speak to 
the applicant’s involvement within the community.  
 
 

**All Applications Must Be Submitted by July 14, 2026**  

All submissions must be sent to apereira7715@gmail.com by the deadline. Late applications will not be 
accepted. The recipients of the scholarship will be announced on New York Portuguese American 
Leadership Council’s Social Media Platforms and directly contacted by one of our board members. The 
recipient will be awarded the scholarship at this year's annual NYPALC Gala which will be held on 
November 14, 2026. 

 


