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NYPALC General Members Meeting
Sunday, January 11, 2026
Ossining Portuguese Center, NY

Agenda
Welcome

1. NYPALC 
a. Call to Order
b. Approval of Minutes
i. Minutes of October 26, 2025
c. Petition Review
d. 53rd Anniversary Gala Recap
e. Treasurer’s Report
f. NYPALC 2025 Event Dates -
i. March 14th – Women’s Day at PAC of Mount Vernon
1. Applications due by January 15th
ii. June 7th - Portugal Day Parade in Mineola
1. NYPALC will support clubs and organizations during June festivities – please provide dates ahead of time.
iii. June 10th - Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge Lighting at Pierson Park in Tarrytown
iv. October 10th - Miss Luso- Americana Pageant at PACC Tarrytown
v. TBD – 54th Anniversary Gala at PAC of Suffolk
g. Youth Internship/Scholarship Opportunities

i. NYPALC Scholarships:
1. NYPALC Collegiate Scholarship – A minimum of two (2) scholarships will be awarded to two senior high school students of Portuguese descent who will be attending an accredited college in the upcoming fall semester. The total distribution for the 2025/2026 academic year will be $5,000. This will be distributed among two (2) recipients in the amount of $2,500 each, upon evaluation of their applications. *Number of recipients subject to change, based on grants and donations NYPALC receives. All applications are due by July 15th!

2. NYPALC Portuguese School Scholarship – One (1) student from each New York Portuguese School will be the recipient of a $250 award chosen by the Director of the school. Formal information to be circulated in the upcoming weeks via email. All applications are due by July 15th!

i. PALCUS Virtual Internship Opportunity
1. PALCUS is seeking a high school or college student for a remote internship supporting their Monthly Cultural Newsletter, which highlights individuals and organizations helping keep Portuguese culture alive across all industries. This is a fully virtual, experiential learning opportunity with flexible scheduling and periodic check-ins. The position is unpaid, but PALCUS can provide documentation for academic credit. Email: palcus@palcus.org 

ii. The Heritage Portugal Program
1. The Heritage Portugal Program invites Portuguese-Americans between the ages of 18-35, for an immersion program in Portugal. The immersion is in past, present and future elements: in Portuguese culture and roots, the present status of the country, and its future development and opportunities. The impact of this program is a new and reinforced spirit of belonging, relationships, and energy coming out of the sense of our common Heritage. Beyond this also will come new ideas, creativity, investment, connectivity, and opportunities for years and generations to come. Selected applicants will be responsible for a $500 non-refundable deposit, to be paid by March 31, 2026. PROGRAM DATE: MAY 18 - MAY 30, 2026. Apply at https://form.123formbuilder.com/6536585/heritageportugal 

2. Consulate Updates
a. Presidential Elections
i. Reminder January 17 and 18 the Consulate will be open for voters who are registered in New York. 
ii. Early voting occurred on January 6-8.
b. Consulares do Consulado Geral Update
i. 2025 – 10 clubs and over 1,000 individuals attended
c. Social Security Services – Reminder on Thursdays between 9:30 AM and 12:30 PM, the Consulate General in New York offers social security services with Ana Relvas. Appointments can be made via email at adido-eua@seg-social.pt.
d. Portuguese passport - Beginning the first quarter of 2026 Portuguese passports will be valid for 10 years. The extension of the validity period from 5 to 10 years aims to increase convenience and security for national citizens who wish to travel, and it is a measure to simplify and reduce bureaucracy in public administration services offered to citizens.
 
3. Community Open Forum
a. April 24th – Calema show in New York City 
b. April 25th - International Portuguese Music Awards (IPMA) annual award show that celebrates music recorded and produced by artists of Portuguese descent from around the world. (2026 will be hosted in Providence, Rhode Island)
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